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To whom it may concern,

I write this letter to express my interest in serving on the Gravenstein Union School District’s
Board of Trustees. Along with this letter of interest you will find my responses to the application
questions, which describe my motivation for application.

I am an Associate Professor of Environmental Economics in my eighth year at Sonoma State
University. I currently have three children enrolled in the District with another who will be
enrolled in the future. I will be invested in the District for many years to come and would like to
represent and serve the community and District.

I am confident that I will make a strong addition to the Board. My research is empirical in nature
and thus requires me to address questions with a high degree of objectivity, and to interrogate
assumptions and opinions that I may hold. I think that this objective approach will be beneficial
as a Board member, where the objective best interests of students, parents, and the District is
paramount.

I look forward to the opportunity to serve on the Board and thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Q.

Merlin M. Hanauer

THE CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY
Bakersfield - Channel Islands - Chico - Dominguez Iills - East Bay - Fresno © Fullerton - Fumboldt - Long Beach - Los Angeles Maritime
Academy - Monlerey Bay - Northridge - Pomona * Sacramento - San Bernardino + San Diego - San Francisco - San Jose San Luis Obispo - San
Marcos - Sonoma - Stanislaus
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Candidate Questionnaire

Appointment to finish a Term on Board of Trustees for the
remaining 14 months of a Four Year Term

Completed Questionnaire and a cover letter of interest must be received in the Gravenstein
district office by noon on Monday, October1,2018. Upon receipt by the District, this
Questionnaire will be a matter of public record.

Candidates will be interviewed in open session, and the Board will vote to appoint a trustee, at 5
PM on Wednesday, October 10, 2018, in Room 13 of the Gravenstein Elementary School,
3840 Twig Avenue, Sebastopol, CA.

Please type or print neatly in the spaces provided or attach additional sheets as necessary.

Date 9/28/18

Name: Merlin Mack Hanauer
Residence Address: 1249 Bing Tree Way Sebastopol  CA 95472
Home Phone 861-9112 Work Phone 664-2410_

merlinmack@gmail.com

Are you a registered voter in the Gravenstein Union School District? Yes

Have you ever been disqualified by the Constitution or laws of the state from holding a civil

fce?. .
of,ﬁce.NO

How long have you lived in the Gravenstein Union School District? 7 years

1. What are your qualifications for appointment to the Board of Trustees?

I am currently an Associate Professor of Economics at Sonoma State University (SSU). During my seven-plus years at SSU
I have served on various governance bodies at Department, School, and University levels. Through my service I have
developed a good understanding of how educational governance works, how I can use my talents and perspectives to
benefit the committees on which I have served, and how to diplomatically navigate the politics inherent to governance.






2. Why are you interested in serving on the Board?

I am interested in serving on the Board of Trustecs for a number of reasons. On a personal level, I currently have three
children enrolled in the District, and a fourth to follow. I want to ensure a rich and fulfilling educational experience for
my children. However, I don’t want this motivation to be perceived as purely self-serving. In fact, the experience of my
children is a reflection of the experience of all the students and the overall health of the Gravenstein District. The fact
that I will have children in the District for the next 11 years only serves to deepen my feeling of investment. On a
professional level, | would like to better understand how the Board functions and influences the direction of the District.
As a social scientist I am interested in the way in which institutions shape society and how those institutions are
ultimately shaped by the individuals that compose them. Serving on the Board would provide me interesting insights
from that perspective. Finally, | am simply interested in becoming more involved in, and providing service to, my
community.

3. What do you see as the key issues facing the Gravenstein school district?

Based on the last meeting of the Board and anecdotal discussions with parents, the most immediate issue facing the
District, in my mind, is the dual program. There is an understandable urgency to formulate a plan as to what the
Enrich/Traditional program will look like in the coming academic years. Because of the need to provide information for
the next acadeniic year, I think this topic will be at the forefront of upcoming meetings of the Board. Another key topic
is the long-term objectives of the District and how they shape the complexion of the campuses and the experience of the
students and teachers, For instance, is there going to be a focus on extensive or intensive growth? What is the roll of the
District in the immediate community and the regional community? These questions, and many like them, are ones that
should be considered by the Board on a regular basis.

4, Whatarethe most important roles ofa Board member? How do you see yourselffilling those roles?

The most important role(s) of a Board member is to approach issues objectively with the best interest of students and
their families, teachers, and staff in mind. If those parties are happy it is a reflection of a well-functioning district. As an
educator, I feel that I have good insight into student well-being, and compassion for the families of students. As an
empirical economist, [ have been trained to address questions with objectivity and to interrogate assumptions, results,
and opinions.

5. How much time and energy will you be able to devote to this position ifappointed?
As a graduate student 1 learned what it takes to be successful in a field where work is never finished. As a professor 1
have a flexible schedule, which means that I necessarily allocate work to accommodate various competing interests.

Because of this I feel confident that [ will be able to allocate whatever time is necessary to be successful as a member of
the Board. I would not take my duties lightly and would not feel comfortable providing anything but 100% effort.

The above is accurate to the best of my knowledge.

9/28/18
Signature Date

Please returnto the Gravenstein district office at 3840 TwigAvenue, Sebastopol, CA 95472. Deadline for receiptis
12 noon, Monday, October 1,2018,

Candidate questionnaire Gravenstein Union School District
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2. Why are you interested in serving on the Board?
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The above is accurate to the best of my knowledge.
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Signature Date

Please return to the Gravenstein district office at 3840 Twig Avenue, Sebastopol, CA 95472. Deadline for receipt is
12 noon, Monday, October 1,2018,

Candidate questionnaire Gravenstein Union School District







